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NEWSLETTER FOR SIDMOUTH PRIMARY SCHOOL

It was great to welcome everyone back this week. We have now officially started the last
half term of the year, doesn’t the year fly by! We have lots of exciting things planned so
please make sure you check the diary dates to see what is happening this half term.

As it is the start of a new half term we will have sent you a link to the year group
newsletters which are all on our website. Please take some time to read this newsletter
as it informs you about the topics your child will be studying over the next half term. We
would really encourage you to visit the curriculum section of our website as you will find
lots of information about what the children are learning throughout the year.

Over the last few weeks we have definitely noticed an improvement in the amount of
children wearing school uniform, so we would like to say thank you for working with us on
this and let's keep it up.

We are nearly at the end of PSHE curriculum for this year! The
last domain is ‘Jigsaw - Changing Me’. From F1 to Year 6
children will be learning about the ‘Changing Me’ domain. The
content of ‘Changing Me’ is tailored to children’s specific age
and increases children’s knowledge of ‘Relationships and Sex
Education’. Alongside, PSHE children will be exposed to this
content from a scientific perspective during their Science lessons and are familiar with
the correct vocabulary as part of their school life.

Alongside Jigsaw, we celebrate ‘Key Awareness Days’ and use

stories to embed and provide discussion points for children linked to

the theme. This promotes ‘Protected Characteristics’ and ‘SMSC -

Social, Moral, Spiritual and Cultural’ development. The upcoming

days are:

e National School Sport Week - ‘empowering young minds through
the joy of PE, play and Sport’ Monday 17th -23rd June

e RSE Day- Theme ‘Embracing Change’ - Thursday 27th June
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Picture News

This Week's Story *

6th June is the 80th anniversary of the Battle of Normandy, the day in 1944 when
Allied forces from thirteen different countries stormed five beaches in Normandy,
France. This marked the beginning of the end of World War Il. A World War ||
veteran, Henry Rice, who is 98 and from Surrey, has called for schools to teach
children more about D-Day 1944. He believes that by learning about the history of
it, they could urge politicians to avoid wars.

Reflection *-%

Events like D-Day have shaped history. Learning
from the past and remembering the sacrifices others
have madeis a powerful way to create a better
future and recognise all that we have now.
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Things to talk about at home... g '/" -
> Can you ask someone at home abouf British
Values

their awareness of the World Wars?
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Do they have, or do they know A k\‘

anyone with, memories of the wars?

> This week’s poster image shows a  Mutual Respect and Tolerance

tribute to all the soldiers, who lost
their lives on D-Day in France. Do
you know if there are any local
events or tributes to D-Day being
held in your local area?
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Life is not the same for everyone. Learning
about times in the past that others have
experienced can help us develop empathy
and respect.
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Qur schools have been busy exploring their weekly news
pocks. Here's some recent impressive news-based work!

Welcome to another edition of Picture News for Parents!

This newsletter offers fips for discussing the news with children, gives advice for the ossessment
and testing season, and recaps the positive impoct exploring the news is having on our schools.

Let's get started!

*un et e B,

Handy hints for discussing
sensitive news with children

Owr contact with the news is evolvin gside social media, Al and algorithms. What used to
be something to opt-in to, current a is increasingly becoming unavoidable.

Children are not exempt from this shift. As parents and responsible adults, it's our job
to ensure we equip children with the skills they need to deal with the news they encounter.

Here are 3 tips for discussing sensitive news with children at home.

Vicaroge Park School Haly Spirit Catholic Primary

Ensure you give your fime and
energy when navigoting sensitive
news shories with children. Thay
may have questions and thoughts
‘they want to discuss with you,
potentially sorme time after your
initial conversations.

To help children deal with the story,
you could spend time fo explore the
story together. Discussing bopics in
the morning can help, as this gives
children plenty of time during the
day fo digest and folk about the
story with you.

Current affairs can offen prompt o
variety of responses and emaotions
for adults as well as children,
including fear, anger, and
frustration.

Children can emulate the
behaviour they see arcund them.
‘When you're discussing a sensitive
news fopic, remain calm and
rational bo help children feel the
same, and maintain a safe spoce.

The power of the news! What's happening?

Having an awareness of what's happening in the
warld can give children the chance to feel
empowened.

Ask what they
already know about
the story

Before telling children details about
tha news shory, gouge how much
they already know to avoid
overwhelming them.

This is something the children of Fourlonesend
Community Primary Schoal know well enough, after
enlisting the help of Sir David Attenborough fo
successfully campaign for plastic-free Comic Relief
Red Noses.

The children became the focus of a Picture News i
Consider their age and pack, which inspired our schools and reminded . READ
developmental stage, and evaluate
haw much information you want to
share with them depending on these
factors. This will empower your
discussions and help keep them
oge-appropriabe.

You may wish fo seek out alternative
angles to a news story, or find ways
fo connect the story to the child's
experiences, to help them
undersiand what's happening.

them that they can make a difference!
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Can the past help us learn

about modern life?
Bth May 2024
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28th April 2024
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Paralympian, Stef Reid
MBE, has been in the news
offer azking Nike io sell
individual running shoes

For this pack, we were
looking back in time,
following a recent study
on Neanderthals that

for single-leg amputess found they may hove Stetneig s -
liker huer. This pack explored organised their living g::'a'

Stef Reid's requesh, other
companies that have
made inclusive changes,
and how we can be the
same as and different
from each other.

spaces in o similar way fo
us. This prompted deeper
thoughts about how
Neanderthals experienced
the world, and how we
can learn fram the past.
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You can keep
up-to-date with the
topics we cover in the
‘Take Home' resource
included in every

| Picture Mews pack!

If you would like further advice
or information about Picture
Mews, or exploring the news
with children, feel free to drop
me an email and I'll be happy
to help!

AN HOWE ™ [

Katie N, Editor
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Whole School Attendance to Date: Attendance - Every Day Counts

94.4%
Class Name Attendance The table opposite shows you the attendance for
Percentage the week ending 7th June 2024.
1 |Donaldson 98.9.% We are aiming for all children to have 97%
2 Child 98.5% attendance. Wellagﬁir;e\:/;g ?rl‘li:Iasses that have
3 Dahl 97.9%
Remember, to maximise your potential, you have
4 |Carle 97.8% to be here everyday,
5 Kerr 97.5%
ATTENDANCE DAYS MISSED LESSONS MISSED
6 Pullman 97.4%
| II 0 LESSONS MISSED
6 Rosen 97.4%
5 LESSONS MISSED
7 Jeffers 96.3%
15 LESSONS MISSED
8 ROWllng 96.0% 25 LESSONS MISSED
9 Potter 95.8%
9650 1.8 WIEET BSINESSEONSIMISSED
10 |Cowell 95.2%
94% 2 WEEKS 50 LESSONSIMISSED
11 |Wilson 95.0% == ' =
12 |Fine 94.8% o5 [z sweecs)
13 |Blackman | 92.1% (o) B (oveees ) B sessons wsseo)

Halal Foods in School

Each day we offer the children an option of a hot meal containing meat and a vegetarian
equivalent. We also offer the choice of a jacket potato or a ham,
cheese or tuna sandwich.

e Our chicken and mince meat products are suitable for a Halal
diet.
e Our sausages, ham, bacon and non meat items are not Halal.

Moving forward, this information will be added to our school menu
when it is next updated.
If you have any questions regarding this, please contact the school office.
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Tue 11th June
Mon 17th June
Tue 18th June
Wed 19th June
Thu 20th June
Fri 21st June
Fri 28th June
Tue 2nd July
Wed 3rd July
Mon 8th July
Tue 9th July
Wed 10th July
Wed 10th July
Mon 15th July
Fri 19th July

Mon 22nd Jul to Fri 30th Aug

Mon 2nd September

Mon 28th Oct to Fri 1st Nov
Fri 20th December

Mon 23rd Dec to Fri 3rd Jan
Mon 6th January

Mon 17th to Fri 21st February

Upcoming Diary Dates

Y3 Humber Country Park trip - letter attached

Y4-6 Sports Day - flyer attached

School Photo Day - individual and class
Y6 Blackman One Day Play trip - letter attached
Y6 Rowling One Day Play trip - letter attached

Y1-3 Sports Day - flyer attached
Y5 Sirius Academy North visit - more information to follow
SEND Coffee Morning

Y1 Albemarle Music trip - more information to follow

Starting School in September session - form attached

Starting School in September session - form attached
Y4 Connexin Live trip - more information to follow

McKee (am session) Bug Ball - letter attached

Sports Festival at NSG - more information to follow
Last Day of the Summer Term - school closes at 2pm

Summer Holidays - school closed

2024-2025 Term Dates
INSET Day - school closed to pupils
Half term break - school closed
Last day of Autumn Term - school closes at 2pm

Christmas Holidays - school closed
INSET Day - school closed to pupils
Half term break - school closed

Staff Training Day - Monday in March (TBC)

Fri 4th April

Mon 7th to Fri 18th April

Mon 21st April
Tue 22nd April
Mon 5th May

Mon 26th to Fri 30th May

Fri 18th July

OTHPR,

Last day of Spring Term - school closes at 2pm
Easter Holidays - school closed

Bank Holiday - school closed

INSET Day - school closed to pupils

Bank Holiday - school closed

Half term break - school closed

Last Day of the Summer Term - school closes at 2pm
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https://www.sidmouthprimaryschool.co.uk/_files/ugd/9804fd_25f93d91379b42da9c7facd3c82c20f4.pdf
https://www.sidmouthprimaryschool.co.uk/_files/ugd/9804fd_0f9034907d234069993cb189c1f50447.pdf
https://www.sidmouthprimaryschool.co.uk/_files/ugd/9804fd_4c282e3b38054088833ab6b26641f54a.pdf
https://www.sidmouthprimaryschool.co.uk/_files/ugd/9804fd_4c282e3b38054088833ab6b26641f54a.pdf
https://www.sidmouthprimaryschool.co.uk/_files/ugd/9804fd_0f9034907d234069993cb189c1f50447.pdf
https://www.sidmouthprimaryschool.co.uk/_files/ugd/9804fd_2370ab9c7d354fcda3ea39f10ca40a5c.pdf
http://printing
https://forms.gle/ieVi74Xk92HpHRd49
https://www.sidmouthprimaryschool.co.uk/_files/ugd/9804fd_a55df5193f5d415a87add76d2e9b927a.pdf

